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The month of Elul has begun, days of
mercy and grace. This week we come with-
in thirty days of the holy day, Yom Kippur.
This year, we approach Yom Kippur espe-
cially prepared, learning Masechta Yoma.
With Hashem’s help, by Yom Kippur we
will have started the final chapter of the
masechta, only twenty-six amudim short
of finishing it. For those who want to ac-
quire the added merit of finishing Masech-
ta Yoma before Yom Kippur, we suggest
learning an extra amud, starting today.
This little extra learning will make the dif-
ference, and in Elul there is special siyata
dishmaya for those who seek to improve
Their avodas Hashem.

Now, let us learn a halacha of the Yom
Kippur offerings that carries a message
relevant to our avodas Hashem even now-
adays, and throughout the year.

It is a mitzva that the two Yom Kippur
he-goats should be equal in appearance,
height, and price, and that they should be
bought at the same time. (Yoma 62a)

What is done with these he-goats?
Lots are drawn, the one whose lot is “/a-
Hashem” becomes a very special korban
whose blood is sprinkled in the Kodesh
Hakadashim as a unique, once-a-year
atonement for Klal Yisroel, and the one
whose lot is “Laazazel” is sent completely
out of the inhabited area, it is considered
the portion of the Satan, and is thrown off
a cliff and smashed to pieces.

These two goats seem as different from
each other as possible, representing two
extremes. Nonetheless, not only does the
Torah instruct us to make them as identical
as possible, but even the way they are des-
ignated unites them Initially, they are both
bought for the same purpose, and only a
lottery determines which one will achieve
the utmost sanctity, and which one will be
unceremoniously cast away. How are we
meant to understand this anomaly?

Hagaon Rav Yonasan Eibshitz ztz”/
(1690-1764) in Yaaros Dvash (Vol. 1
Drush 6) compares and contrasts these
goats’ respective roles in atoning for Klal
Yosroel’s sins. All their sins stem from
the yetzer hara’s influence, but there are

two distinct kinds of yetzer hara. One is
the urge to cast off Hashem’s yoke and to
do as one pleases. The other is the tempta-
tion of earthly pleasures. A key difference
between them is that the first one is abso-
lutely false, serves no purpose, and must
be eradicated from one’s heart. In contrast,
the second one is indispensable for the
world’s existence, is an inseparable facet
of human nature, and must be used con-
structively. It is not to be stifled, rather, it
is to be controlled and channeled proper-
ly so it may play an integral role in one’s
avodas Hashem. Only when it is dispro-
portionately active is it a negative factor.
The Yaaros Dvash explains that the two
Yom Kippur goats correspond to these two
kinds of yetzer hara. The goat dedicated
laazazel symbolizes the rebellious, hereti-
cal yetzer hara. Therefore, it is taken to an
uninhabited, desolate cliff and disdainfully
flung off as the Satan’s portion, to be dis-
membered and obliterated, for it serves no
purpose and has no place in this world. The
goat dedicated laHashem symbolizes the
yetzer hara of physical cravings, salvage-
able, beneficial, and essential. Although it
symbolizes sins, it is not dismissively dis-
carded, on the contrary, it is cherished, its
blood is sprinkled in the holiest place in
the Beis Hamikdash and on the golden miz-
beyach, and its body is offered on the outer
mizbeyach, signifying that these sins are to

be rectified by dedicating one’s thoughts
and acts to Hashem, as the posuk (Mishlei
3:6) says, “In all your ways, know Him,” on
which the Gemara Brachos 63a expounds,
“even for a sinful matter”. This way, one’s
yetzer hara will not lead him from permis-
sible pleasure to forbidden pleasure, and he
will not be attracted to sin. This is symbol-
ized by performing this sin-offering’s entire
service “before Hashem”.

Rav Eibshitz z#z ' continues by explain-
ing the deeper significance of the mitzva that
the two goats should be as identical as pos-
sible and that their respective roles should
be determined only by lottery. Although the
respective methods of rectification for the
two types of sins are diametrically differ-
ent, the level of urgency and obligation to
rectify them is identical. Failure to wrest
control of desires from the yetzer hara is
as spiritually damaging as rebelling, chas
vshalom, against Hashem, because unbri-
dled misbehavior implies equally that the
world is ownerless, that one may do as he
pleases, and that one will not need to give a
reckoning for his actions.

A true believer knows and understands
well that the universe and everything in
it were created and exist exclusively for
Hashem’s honor, so even when using items
that are necessary for personal wellbeing,
he remembers their ultimate purpose and
behaves accordingly.
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